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Break for introductions

Å Introduce yourself.
Å If you like, share what part of the state or region you 

call home.
Å Share an experience about giving plants to another 

person (or receiving plants from another person).



Plants with place-based names



1. Identification

2. Marking patches & setup NN

3. Phenophases(yes/no)

4. Phenophaseintensity

Knotweeds



Top photo by C Olson, UMN
Lower photo by Minn Deptof Ag



1: Do not spread.



Åǘŀƭƭ όǳǇ ǘƻ ϤфΩύ
Åshade tolerant
Åperennial (live 

several years)

Whole plant



Photo by Michael Gasperlvia Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0

ÅάōŀƳōƻƻ-ƭƛƪŜέ
Åhollow
Å jointed
Åhairless
Ånot woody

Stems



Line drawing by C Roché, adapted from p6 Wilson, 2007

Åcompound
Åwhite (usually)
Å5 petals

Flowers



Photo by matthieu_gauvainvia iNaturalist

Leaves

Åsimple
Åalternate
Åvariations in 

size & shape



(rare in MN)
4 kinds of 

knotweed



Line drawings by C Roché, adapted from p6 Wilson, 2007

Japanese knotweedJapanese × giant hybrids
i.e., Bohemian

Photo by AB, citizen 

scientist
Photo by Diane Grey

Photo by Elizabeth 

Heeren

Photo by matthieu_gauvain

via iNaturalist

var. compacta
i.e., dwarf Japanese
knotweed



1: First step is fairly easy: is it a knotweed or not?

2: Once you have a knotweed, prioritize phenology observations.

оΥ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƪƴƻǘǿŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅΦ

пΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ - do your best.

Knotweeds can be confusing, but . . .



1. Identification

2. Marking patches & setup NN

3. Phenophases(yes/no)

4. Phenophaseintensity

Knotweeds



Marking your plant(s)

ÅSelect your patch
Sometimes, there is enough 
knotweed at one site to have 2 
patches. Patches should be ~9 
feet apart.

ÅSelect accessible patches.
ÅMark with flag or stake



Photo by Frank Vincentzvia Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0

usanpn.org/nn/faq#patch

Where does 
my plant 
begin or 

end?



Mark a patch



roughly
3õ x 3õ



roughly
3õ x 3õ


